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and exhibitions is highly appreciated. 

IJCNN has been supported by the 

skillful professional help of Rees Group 

Management Services. I have to men-

tion the outstanding initiative by Jen-

nie Si in her role as IEEE CIS VP for 

Education, together with Dianne Delp, 

CIS Multimedia Tutorials Chair for 

Educational Activities, who organized 

the video recording of presentations at 

tutorials, plenary and other key talks 

at IJCNN2009. These materials are 

available online at the web site http://

ewh.ieee.org/cmte/cis/mtsc/ieeecis/

plenary_talks.htm, which certainly will 

greatly facilitate the development of 

our field and the proliferation of neu-

romorphic technologies.

It has been a great experience for me 

to be able to work together with such a 

highly qualified and devoted team thor-

ough the organization of IJCNN2009. 

Thank you all who involved in this event 

and provided the support to this great 

accomplishment. We made an important 

step forward in developing our research 

field. I wish a lot of successes for all in the 

challenges ahead!   

IJCNN featured a special event: The 50th 
year of LSM algorithm, invented by Bernie 
Widrow and Ted Hoff.
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T he 2009 IEEE Symposium Series 

on Computational Intelligence 

(SSCI 2009), sponsored by the 

IEEE Computational Intelligence Soci-

ety, was held on March 30–April 2, 

2009, in Nashville, Tennessee, USA, at 

the Sheraton Music City Hotel. This 

was the second edition of a multi-fac-

eted, attractive conference, which fol-

lowed the stimulating experience of 

Honolulu, Hawaii, USA, in 2007. The 

goal was to create a unique, interdisci-

plinary forum promoting dissemination 

and understanding of various emerging 

computational intelligence technologies 

and many specific applications. While 

the World Congress on Computational 

Intelligence is used to focus on the 

three major technological areas of com-

putational intelligence (namely, neural 

networks, fuzzy systems, and evolution-

ary computing) and their applications, 

the Symposium Series on Computa-

tional Intelligence focused on other 

theoretical aspects which did not had 

yet the same resonance in the interna-

tional scientific and professional com-

munity. On the other side, the 

Symposium Series aimed to give more 

visibility to focused application areas 

for the benefit of researchers and pro-

fessionals and for making them specific 

comprehensive forums for the interna-

tional community. This structure gave 

the opportunity to small meetings and 

emerging areas to achieve visibility and 

become attractive to the whole com-

putational intelligence community as 

well as to communities interested in the 

specific envisioned applications.

In the 2009 edition of the Sympo-

sium Series on Computational Intelli-

gence we brought together, under the 

same roof, 21 specialty meetings: IEEE 

Symposium on Adaptive Dynamic Pro-

gramming and Reinforcement Learning 

(ADPRL 2009), IEEE Symposium on 

Computational Intelligence in Control 

and Automation (CICA 2009), IEEE 

Workshop on Robotic Intelligence in 

Informationally Structured Space (RiiSS 

2009), IEEE Workshop on Evolving and 

Self-Developing Intelligent Systems 

Every day lunch for all attendees was a great opportunity to see old friends and make new 
ones. Students were able to get in touch with senior researchers and professionals from 
industry in a relaxed environment.
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(ESDIS 2009), IEEE Work-

shop on Evolvable and Adap-

tive Hardware (WEAH 2009), 

IEEE Swarm Intelligence 

Symposium (SIS 2009), IEEE 

Symposium on Computation-

al Intelligence in Bioinformat-

ic s  and Computat iona l 

Biology (CIBCB 2009), IEEE 

Symposium on Artificial Life 

(ALIFE 2009), IEEE Sympo-

sium on Computational Intel-

ligence in Multi-Criter ia 

Decision-Making (MCDM 

2009), IEEE Symposium on 

Computational Intelligence in Schedul-

ing (CI-Sched 2009), IEEE Symposium 

on Computational Intelligence and Data 

Mining (CIDM 2009), IEEE Workshop 

on Hybrid Intelligent Models and 

Applications (HIMA 2009), IEEE Sym-

posium on Intelligent Agents (IA 2009), 

IEEE Symposium on Computational 

Intelligence in Cyber Security (CICS 

2009), IEEE Symposium on Computa-

tional Intelligence in Vehicles and Vehic-

ular Systems (CIVVS 2009), IEEE 

Symposium on Computational Intelli-

gence for Multimedia Signal and Vision 

Processing (CIMSVP 2009), IEEE Sym-

posium on Computational Intelligence 

for Image Processing (CIIP 2009), IEEE 

Workshop on Computational Intelli-

gence in Virtual Environments (CIVE 

2009), IEEE Workshop on Computa-

tional Intelligence for Visual Intelligence 

(CIVI 2009), IEEE Workshop on Com-

putational Intelligence in Biometrics: 

Theory, Algorithms, and Applications 

(CIB 2009), and IEEE Symposium on 

Computational Intelligence for Financial 

Engineering (CIFEr 2009). The World 

Congress and the Symposium Series 

complement therefore each other nicely.

The meeting featured 10 keynote lec-

tures, 13 tutorials, 8 panels, and many ses-

sions for technical papers. The technical 

quality of the conference was good, stim-

ulating and attractive: 452 papers have 

been accepted out of 637 which have 

been submitted.  The technical program 

was structured to allow each attendee for 

always finding something of interest to 

him within the melting pot of the confer-

ence, which was four full days long. The 

specialized meetings—encompassing their 

keynote lectures, tutorials, technical papers, 

and panels—were arranged in nine paral-

lel tracks focusing on technologies or 

application areas. To allow for interdisci-

plinary breeding, keynotes, tutorials and 

panels have been arranged for maximizing 

the opportunity of attending these top-

quality events by distributing them along 

the whole conference. One registration 

fee allowed for attending all technical 

meetings, thus strongly promoting broad 

knowledge dissemination and stimulating 

cross- disciplinary views. Such arrange-

ment was very appreciated by the attend-

ees who were able to benefiting from the 

exposure to diversity of ideas and cultural 

backgrounds. Besides, wide  dissemination 

and cross-fertilization of ideas was pro-

moted also by the CD proceedings which 

include papers of all conferences held 

within SSCI 2009, thus ensuring a broad 

exposure of technologies and applica-

tions. Proceedings were also included in 

the IEEE Xplore platform. 

The availability of a wide common 

area in the middle of the conference 

center, furnished with table and seats, 

and with plenty of refreshments, was 

very effective to support people net-

working all days along. Lunch-

es and the banquet were 

served to all attendees, includ-

ing students, so as to create a 

friendly and convivial setting 

to facilitate personal commu-

nication and networking. 

Many attendees were truly 

impressed and happy about 

this environment.

Despite the economical 

situation which hit the con-

ference at the time of the 

paper submission, the meeting 

attracted a lot of interest, espe-

cially being only at the second edition. 

Over 500 top researchers, professionals, 

and students from around the world 

congregated for the meeting, exploited 

the various opportunities and greatly 

contributed to the advancement of sci-

ence, technology, and professional prac-

tice for the benefit of the economy, the 

social promotion, and the humanity. 

Attendees were also very attracted by 

the magical town of Nashville, world 

capital of country music, but also to sev-

eral rap artists and rock bands. Good 

food, excellent music, unique entertain-

ments, and stimulating atmosphere make 

Nashville a unique experience. A taste of 

all of this made Nashville a valuable 

memory for each attendee.

SSCI 2009 would not have achieved 

such a success without the coordinated 

efforts of many dedicated volunteers, 

encompassing the SSCI organizing com-

mittee as well as the program chairs and 

the program committee members of 

each technical meeting. Thank you to 

each and every one of them for the pre-

cious contribution!

I hope that SSCI 2009 was a memo-

rable experience for all attendees and 

organizers and I wish that we could 

meet again at the next edition! I am sure 

that the successful series will continue 

with another great meeting at another 

enchanting venue.

 

Panelists from NIH and NSF including Fahmida Chowdury (right) 
answer questions about cyberinfrastructure in biomedicine.
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